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Number Units  
91 
GSF 
65,978  (incl. Parking) 
GSF/Unit  
725 
Construction Cost  
$5,497,300 
Cost/Unit  
$60,410 
Cost/SF  
$83.32 
Construction Start  
March 2002 
Construction Time  
Nine Months 
Owner 
JMC Communities 
Contractor 

The ghost of the Soreno Hotel, which was located on the block north of this site, 
casts an inspirational shadow over this hotel.  Opening in 1924 as one of the Grand 
Hotels of Florida, the Soreno set the standard for exceptional hostelry.  The 
Hampton Inn & Suites will hearken back to those days, with a Mediterranean façade 
and compatible interior detailing.  Decorative towers accent the design with spacious 
balconies and a second floor terrace over-looking Tampa Bay lend to the feeling of 
gracious hotel living.  Retail shops are positioned along the main street at the first 
floor.  Nestled onto a .54 acre site near the center of Downtown St. Petersburg, this 
hotel presented extraordinary planning challenges. The building fronts hard to three 
property lines and sits continuously off an older hotel to the south. 
 
In response to the Owner’s program, a grade level parking garage was designed 
under hotel tower, housing 23 parking spaces.  The balance of the parking needs 
are satisfied through on-street parking and valet parking at the City Garage nearby.  
The first floor of the hotel includes a canopy-covered auto court for guest arrival, a 
hospitality lobby with a wall fountain, period furniture and Spanish tile floors, along 
with two large meeting rooms.  A swimming pool, sundeck and Exercise Room are 
found on the second floor of the building. Guestrooms include a mixture of double 
queens, kings and 35% suites. 
 
Given the conspicious location of the hotel in the Historical District of downtown St. 
Petersburg, City Planners were extremely anxious for the hotel to conform to the 
building mass and architectural character appropriate to the district.  The hotel fits 
well into the redevelopment for this part of the City which includes mixed-use 
activities of condominiums, retail and restaurants.   
 
The building’s structure is post-tensioned concrete with exterior walls of CMU to 
resist storm impact, moisture and noise. All other walls are steel stud.   Special 
attention was given to night illumination of the building, to accent its architectural 
elements and to create its presence along public streets.  
 
LPB provided Interior Design services and served as Purchasing Agent for this 
important new corner of St. Petersburg.                                                            �  
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