DACULA M.S. ADDITION & RENOVATION

The original campus at Dacula Middle housed eight buildings dating
from the 1940's to early 1990's. There were 81 trailers on site as we
started design for 34 new classrooms, new kitchen and new cafeteria
to be housed in a four-story addition. The existing media and
gymnasium buildings received additions. The oldest building on the
site housed the kitchen and cafeteria, and was demolished to
accommodate new parking and parent pick-up area as soon as the
new building was occupied.

The site is very small, only 14 acres, and buildings varied as much as
14’ in different floor elevations. Part of our design challenge was to
add classrooms to a part of the campus that would allow the existing
school to function, thus our decision to go four stories high at one end
of the complex. All existing site utilities were redone. Most of the site
storm detention is underground.

A new three-lane bus drive accommodates 40 buses. Our design
provides for a second administrative space next to the bus drive, new
art, music computer, and special education spaces. Most of the new
classroom space is centered around four-pod classrooms with folding
partitions that allow for Gwinnett's theory of team teaching language,
science,

social studies

and math.
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