The 3.7 acre site slopes gently toward a small creek to the west. It abuts
Thunder Road, a 50-acre recreational development focusing on auto racing
and Bill Elliott, NASCAR Champion from this north Georgia community. The
Owner wanted good street presentation of the building with easy traffic
circulation and convenient parking. The project budget limited the amount of
site filling that could be done, so the building foundation walls were extended
downward on the low end of the site and the natural slopes of ground
maintained. Eighty-five parking spaces are conveniently located on the
accessible sides of the building.

The building houses the Chestatee Library System headquarters, as well as
the Dawson County Branch Library. Since some services will be shared by
these two entities, a challenging design assignment was encountered. The
building was also planned for community use, requiring that the front lobby,
public restrooms, and meeting room be isolated for separate use during hours
when the Library is closed. The circulation desk was placed front and center
at the entrance into the library area, meaning that the work areas which
typically support the circulation desk had to be positioned toward the back of
the building. Getting from this library work area back toward the service
entrance and into the administrative areas of the Headquarters Office required
careful design of circulation patterns.

The interior of the building has been detailed with durable surfaces, including
painted split-face block, and a lively set of decorative colors. The children’s
area in particular has been enlivened with a series of portal columns and
dropped ceiling elements, all accentuated with primary colors and interesting
shapes. Other areas in the library include browsing, young adult area, AV
area, and collection areas. Computer terminals are located around the facility
for convenient use.

The building design is both traditional and contemporary, employing many of
the popular Georgian architectural elements, but in a fresh composition
distinctly “today”. A diamond motif has been used under the cornice,
constructed of brick, for decoration. The front entrance features twisted
columns, supporting the entrance cover. The building has been conceived for
easy expansion.

The structure of the building is a mixture of steel post and beam, load bearing
masonry, and light gauge steel stud, with a conventional pre-fabricated wood
truss roof system and standing seam metal roof. Mechanical systems are
split system fan coil units, zoned to provide local control for the various areas
of the building. An underslab electrical grid has been provided for future
electrical/information needs.
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